
We Are MSBSD!

Our guest today is award-winning New York Times best-selling 
author Flip Flippen discuss “Why business and local leadership 
prosper when they support schools.” Flip successfully builds leadership in 
some of the most prestigious Fortune 500 companies and professional sports 
franchises in the country. Flip Flippen and his wife, Susan, who is CEO, 
received the Ernst and Young Entrepreneur of the Year award in 2011.

“Motivation, drive, passion, and desire for 
success are developed during the early life 
of a person. You can see it on the field when 
a child is playing soccer or in the classroom 
when he or she is doing a lab experiment. It 
is readily spotted when a child is practiving a 
music lesson, or painting, or doing anything 
that person is fervent about.

Passion in a child is a tiny flame that can be 
quenched early on or fanned by someone 
with vision—someone who looks past what is 
to what could be.”

Flip Flippen in The Flip Side, p. 112.
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“At the heart of strong communities are strong schools. In Mat-Su, our 

schools offer choices and options that our students 

need today, not just what has always been,” said 

Superintendent, Dr. Deena Paramo. “The future for 

our students is now.” 

Educating 18,200 at 46 school sits, the Mat-

Su Borough School District focuses on student 

outcomes—what is best for students drives all 

decision-making.

Mission: Mat-Su Borough School District prepares all students for success.



Front row seated: Ole Larson, Vice President, Dr. Deena M. Paramo, MSBSD 
Superintendent, Susan Pougher, President, Dr. Sarah Welton, Clerk
Back row standing: Kelsey Trimmer, Debby Retherford, Amy McDouglall, Student 
Representative, Dr. Donna Dearman, and Ray Michaelson

MSBSD School Board

Elected to serve the Matanuska-Susitna Borough at large, school board 
members serve three year terms. Additionally, the School Board has a Student 
Advisory Board Representative who represents our students on the Board. 

The School Board’s primary goal is to provide each student with opportunities 
for an education of the highest quality in keeping with his/her capacity to learn. 




